A LITTLE girl, aged 13, was brought to Charing Cr'oss Hospital with right otorrhcea and caseating posterior, auricular, and deep cervical glands on the same side. A radical mastoid operation was performed twelve months ago, and at the same time the infected glands were removed. The glands proved to be tuberculous. The child made an uninterrupted recovery, and all the disease has been arrested. The operation area rapidly healed and has remained sound ever since.
A Post-mortem Specimen of a Radical Mastoid Operation performed Six Months before Death to illustrate Secondary Auditory Tuberculosis in an Adult.
By E. D. DAVIS, F.R.C.S.
THE patient was a comedian who had, for some years, suffered from pulmonary tuberculosis. During sanatorium treatrment he developed mastoiditis and facial paralysis, following chronic otorrhoea. At the time of the radical mastoid operation he was suffering from advanced laryngeal and pulnonary tuberculosis. The mastoid process was extensively involved, and in removing the focus of disease a large area of the dura mater of the middle fossa was exposed. The post-aural wound healed by first intention, and the patient left the hospital after ten days with the symptoms relieved and health improved. When seen about four months before death the mastoid cavity was satisfactory.
The post-mortem showed extensive laryngeal, pulmuonary, and intestinal tuberculosis. The nmiddle fossa dura mater was thickened, and the exposed area covered by tuberculous granulation tissue. The petrous bone below the dura and surrounding the oPening made at the operation was necrosed. The brain was normal and the meninges, apart from those in immediate relation to the ai ea of operation, were unaffected.
A histological specimen of the granulation tissue stained for tubercle bacilli is shown.
